97-84093-2 

Cook,  George  E. 

How  von  Tirpitz  would 
submarine  the  publishing... 

[S.I.] 
[1917] 


MASTER  NEGATIVE  # 


COLUMBIA  UNIVERSITY  UBRARIES 
PRESERVATION  DIVISION 

BIBLIOGRAPHIC  MICROFORM  TARGET 


ORIGMAL  MATERIAL  AS  FILMED  •  EXISTING  BIBUOGRAPHIC  RECORD 


RESTRICTIONS  ON  USE:  flipHMtocfcwiiMy/irtagm«(fcii<tfK^ 

TECHNICAL  MICROFORM  DATA 


FILM  SIZE:  \3Sj^2^  REDUCTION  RATIO:     i'^' ^ 


IMAGE  PLACEMENT 


:  lA  @ 


DATE  FILMS):    S\ia\oc\                                 INITIALS:  TL^ 
TRACKINGf  :  MSH  2\2S2m   


FILMED  BY  PRESERVATION  RESOURCES,  BETHLEHEM,  PA. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC  IRREGULARITIES 
MAIN  ENTRY:  GeorflftJE..  

How  yon  lirpitzjAf^ 

business    

Bibliographic  Irregularities  in  the  Original  Document: 

Ust  all  votumes  and  pages  affectod;  include  name  of  Institution  if  filming  tiorrowed  text 

 Page(s)  missing/not  available:_  

Volume(s)  missing/not  available:   

 ^Illegible  and/or  damaged  page(s):___  


.Page(s)  or  volume(s)  misnumbered:  

.Bound  out  of  sequence:__  

.Page(s)  or  volume(s)  filmed  from  copy  borrowed  from: 

unpaginated  -  [3]  pages 
Other:_  


Inserted  material 


TRACKING*:  MSH21352 


-  191? 


How  Von  Tirpitz  Would  Submarine 
the  Publishing  Business 


Congress  has  proposed  a  mensiire  which,  if  it  becomes  a  law,  will  cripple  the  entire  publishing  buanesB  and  within 
ft  year  totally  destroy  So  per  cent  of  all  periodical  publications. 

Because  most  people  cannot  believe  that  such  a  omidition  can  be  poarable,  they  do  not  take  the  matter  soiously. 

If  Yon  Hrpitz  himself  had  planned  this  measure,  its  effectiveness  to  win  this  war  for  the  enemy  could  be  no 
greater,  for  with  most  of  our  periodical  puUieations  sulnnanned  there  will  be  no  way  to  tie  this  great  Natioii  together. 

Do  you  realize  that  Congress  has  already  proposed  to  the  Senate  a  so-called  war  tax  of  320  per  e^t  on  ^ 
publishing  business,  when  90  per  cent  of  that  business  does  not  pay  a  profit  of  5  per  cent  and  most,  of  it  is  barely 
able  to  ^dst  by  reascm  of  the  pernicious  paper  trust,  which  has  been  permitted  to  operate  in  violation  of  the  law? 

Do  you  realize  that  this  saine  Congress  has  proposed  an  exdse  tax  of  10  per  orat  on  paper  whidi  now  costs  from 
two  to  tiuree  times  what  it  cost  18  months  ago? 

Do  you  know  that  this  same  publishing  buaness  must  pay  50  per  cent  increase  for  first  Class  postage  and  doubk 
for  postal  cards? 

Do  you  know  that  its  one  and  only  outdde  source  of  revenue,  the  advertising,  it  is  also  proposed  to  tax,  and  if 
by  any  chance  anything  is  left  to  the  most  fortunate  smoog  the  publicAieia  it  is  proposed  to  take  16  per  cent  of  that? 

In  1SS5  the  United  States  GrOVenunent  found  the  need  so  grave  that  the  Second  Class  postage  rate  was  reduced 
from  2e  to  Ic  per  pound  aad  every  effort  was  made  to  encourage  broad-minded  men  to  invest  thdr  money  to  establidi 
newspapers,  magazines  and  agricultural  and  sdentific  papers  of  National  circulation,  so  that  vthetevet  a  man  lived  in 
this  country  he  tnif^  not  be  left  in  ignorance  oi  what  he  ou|^t  to  know. 

The  many  great  and  wortl^  educational  and  character-building  periodicals,  the  agricultural  papers  and  the  news- 
papers of  wide  circulatiop  that  have  been  devdoped  during  the  past  30  years  were  i)ossible  only  by  reason  of  this 

inducement  held  out  by  the  Government  in  guaranteeing  such  publications  a  rate  of  one  cent  a  pound  postage.  So  the 
whole  financial  scheme  of  the  publishing  business  is  founded  upon  this  rate,  and  many  millions  of  dollars  have  been 
invested  and  many  noble  Uves  devoted  to  the  cause  of  education  and  National  harmony  and  unity,  because  men  who 
had  the  welfare  of  the  country  at  heart  saw  in  this  a  way  to  bring  to  our  vast  population  the  proper  kind  of  literatute. 

It  was  the  one  and  only  way  to  bring  the  Nation  together,  the  one  way  possible  to  colonize  this  country  and  at 
the  same  time  to  eliminate  sectionalifim.  In  the  literature  so  spread  frcnn  coast  to  coast  is  the  very  foundation  of  the 
American  home,  of  conmiunity  interest,  of  dvie  ^terprise,  of  patriotism  md  of  rdi^on. 

The  marvelous  growth  of  this  country,  the  melting  pot  of  the  world,  its  tremendous  wealth,  its  harmony,  its  con- 
fidence and  its  civilization  is  due  in  large  part  to  the  development  of  its  great  punishing  industry. 

In  the  beginning,  30  years  ago,  publications  were  small  and  unattractive,  although  the  publishers  gave  as  much 
as  they  could  for  the  money.  Some  of  them  were  successful,  but  many  more  failed,  wrecking  the  fortunes  of  their 
'  owners. 

As  the  business  world  came  to  realize  this  opportunity  for  the  development  of  various  enterprises^  advertising 
came  to  the  periodicals  with  increasing  revenne  which  made  it  posaUe,  while  competition  made  it  esseatkli  for  every 
pubhsher  to  improve  his  puMicatacm,  until  to-day  most  pubiieatkms  cost  for  mannfactuxe  more  than  their  adfing  price 
to  the  jNifalic. 

Magazines  are  often  criticised  because  they  carry  advertising,  but  you  must  recognize  the  fact  that  naoe  of  these 
great  industries,  which  mean  so  much  to  our  health  and  comfort  and  to  the  advancement  of  dvilisation,  could  exist 
without  National  advertising  and  it  is  possible  to  give  the  public  a  $10.00  magazine  for  $1.50  Oldy  beeam  the  advei<- 
*    tiser  needs  this  medium  through  which  to  make  known  his  wares  to  the  people  everywhere. 


In  the  past  few  years  the  publ^ier  has  been  fOTccd  to  meet  a  tremendous  increase  in  cost  of  everything  that 
enten  into  the  producticm  of  his  piaiocBcals,  with  the  result  that  most  piiUidK»s  t»^y  are  barely  aWe  to  sumve. 

"Why  then  do  they  not  get  out  of  the  business?"  you  may  ask.  Smply  because  the  puWiaJier's  greatest  asset 
is  the  good  wiH  and  confidaiee  of  his  constituency,  wWch  fe  a  commodity  that  camiot  be  read%  negotiated  car  tian^erred. 

His  invested  capital  is  enormous  in  proportion  to  the  vahie  of  lus  physical  property.  He  Cannot  sell  out,  conse- 
quently he  is  obUged  to  hold  on,  a  most  intiaUe  condition  due  ^tirdy  to  his  faith  in  1^  eonsdtneiiey  and  ui  lus 
Government. 

And  now  his  Government,  to  whom  he  has  pledged  his  unequaled  and  unqualified  support  and  even  his  aidre 
earmnes,  mstead  of  helping  him  m  his  dire  eortremity,  proposes  to  do  that  urtuch  will  anmlulAte  hhn. 

Manv  people  have  the  idea  that  the  publishing  business  is  extremely  profitable.  Let  us  consider  the  most  profit- 
able publishing  concern  m  the  worW,  The  Curtis  Pubtidung  Co.  The  proposed  hicrease  m  Second  Oass  postage,  plus 
the  known  increase  in  cost  of  paper  stock  alone,  without  counting  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  meieaae  in  supplies 
and  kdm,  will  cost  the  Curtis  Company  WifiOOW  mmt  this  year  than  tb^r  entire  profits  last  year. 

Take  the  Dai4d  C.  Cook  Publislnng  Co.,  conmdered  a  prosperous  wmcem.  Their  sworn  statcsnrakt,  presoitad 
to  the  Senate  Knaiiee  Conumttee  bidieates  the  fottowing: 

Oreuktion  of  The  Mother's  Magarine    

Total  dmdadoB  itf  36  rdB^ons  pidsUeations  pubtished  by  them.   4fmfm 

Second  Class  postage  paid  during  1910  $  85,000.00 

Estimated  hicrease  in  Second  Oass  Ftotage,  if  proposed  House  Bm  is  paand  by  the  Senate.  $239,000  00 

Increase  in  First  Class  Postage  and  FOetals.     50,000.00 

Bstimated  cost  of  labor  for  Zoning,  in  accordance  with  proposed  BilL    2,000.00 

Increase  in  cost  of  paper,  over  1916,  at  present  rates   142,000.00 

Total  increase,  paper  and  postage.  ^  i^fiOOM 

The  entire  profits  of  The  David  C.  Cook  Pubhshing  Company  for  1916,  amounted  to  $42,800JX), 
Would  you  advise  The  Cook  Company  to  cmitmue  busmess  at  a  loss     $380,2001)0  per  year? 

Now  the  condition  of  the  David  C.  Cook  Publishii^  Co.  is  typical  of  hundreds  of  others. 

The  enclosed  brief,  prepared  by  Mr.  C.  D.  Lanier,  publisher  of  Review  of  Reviews,  is  a  clear  statement  of  abso- 
lute fact  anil  shows  conclusively  that  I  have  not  overdrawn  my  conclusions  that  85  per  cent  of  all  publications  of 
National  circulation  must  suspend  business  at  a  tremendous  loss,  which  will  leave  thmr  owners  practkally  j^enraleas  after 
years  of  heart-breaking  tdA. 

The  situation  of  The  Da\nd  C.  Cook  Publishing  Co.  is  pecuUarly  difficult  and  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  KB 
ascnnunatingly  unfair  because,  while  it  has  been  stated  in  Congress  and  widdy  advertised  ^t  religUHis  puUications 
are  «cempt  fran  this  excessive  taxaticm,  tins  is  not  correct.  Only  a  few  religious  publications  are  exempted,  about 
80  in  an,  as  against  about  900  to  400  that  are  prTvately  owned.  The  Cook  publications,  being  interdenominational,  can- 
not be  eonneeted  witih  aay  one  denaminatikni,  and  therefore  do  not  come  under  the  exemption  clause. 

And  in  faet  no  rafigiouB,  labor,  fraternal,  agncultuiad  or  sdentifie  piiUicalhitt  is  fufly  eonmpted,  for  att  must 
an  nil^linwl  tax  of  oneUf  emt  p»  porad  for  Second  C3m  poalaie. 

The  proposed  Bill  is  advertised  to  exanpt  Ubor,  fratemid,  sdentific  and  agricultural  pubUcations,  but  its  woidr 
ing  k  Bodl  that  in  actual  fact  only  a  very  few  <rf  each  of  these  four  classes  would  come  under  its  very  exclusive 
proiiaons.  Just  why  only  50  to  60  publications  are  exempted  out  of  nearly  a  thousand  that  come  under  the  general 
iltiHiilptiiiil  of  idigious,  fraternal)  labor,  scientific  and  agricultural,  I  do  not  know. 

Now  h  has  been  suggested  tiiat  the  piMUbmr  may  pass  this  Seccuid  Chias  postage  tax  on  to  the  subscriber. 

As  stated  above,  the  pul^riier's  greatest  asset  is  the  good  will  of  his  constituency.  He  has  cooiraets  irith  thou- 
sands, in  some  eases  with  miUions,  of  indi\Hduab  to  detiver  his  publication  for  three  months  to  five  yeare  for  a  iHice  that 
kas  lOieaOy  been  paid.  If  be  vOuaes  to  detivw  at  this  prioe  what  becomes  of  his  "good  wiU  "? 

If  he  spmfa  5e  apisee  fw  paper  and  postage  to  appeal  to  thdr  gonmrity  ot  sense  of  justice  or  whatever  you 
please,  and  asks  them  to  remit  12c  or  72c  more  to  pay  for  postage  each  year,  how  much  do  you  suppose  he  will  get 
back?  Not  enough  to  pay  for  the  call.  But  the  pubhsher  is  given  no  waramg,  no  period  for  adjustment.  The  pro- 
posed      is  to  go  into  effect  immediately  it  is  passed. 

Ooe  an^  tluak  tlw  Bill  ms  devised  for  the  sole  pttrpdse  of  anOfflst^  the  entire  pubhshii^  industry. 


But  I  do  not  beUeve  that  Congress  had  any  such  purpose  in  mind.  We  are  told  that  tiiey  must  raise  money- 
that  this  pUm  is  supposed  to  be  a  revenue  producer. 

Suppose  the  successful  publisher  pockets  his  immediate  losses  and  tries  to  pass  along  this  tax  to  the  subscribers: 
his  circula^wiH  immed»tely  fall  off,  he  wiU  shortiy  be  paying  less  Second  Class  and  less  First  Class  postage  than 
before. 

And  the  struggling  publisher,  struggling  along  with  millions  of  circulation  on  which  he  has  made  Uttle  or  no  Pfofitj 
will  soon  pav  no  postage  whatever.  Eighty-five  per  cent  of  the  publishers  could  not  Uve  beyond  thefirat  year.  ft* 
those  pubhshers  who  have  saved  up  enough  with  which  to  pay  this  postage  tax  the  Gov«fnra«t  BMSt  pay  tbe  large 
expense  of  maintaining  the  Second  Oass  IMvision  mth  mudi  kes  revmue  tlian  it  has  had  m  tiie  ^ 

It  is  estimated  that  75  per  cent  of  the  First  Class  postal  mattw  on  which  the  Govemmentmato  a  1^  pro|^ 
is  to  and  from  or  created  by  the  periodicals  of  the  country.  What  wiU  become  d  this  imnue  when  85  per  eent  Of  as 
periochcals  are  extinct? 

It  has  been  stated  repeatedly  that  it  costs  9  cents  per  pound  to  handle  Sewnd  CSasB  postage,  and  tliat  the  FM 
Office  sustaiM  a  loss  of  Ninety  MilUon  DoUars  per  year  in  the  Second  Oass  Drnaoo. 

Canada  carries  Second  Class  postage  at  one-half  cent  per  pound  and  the  average  haul  is  longer  and  the  volume 
much  smaller  than  in  the  United  States.  Part  of  Canada's  Second  Oass  maU  is  carried  at  cent  a  pound  as  agamst 
1  cent  in  the  United  States.  What  is  the  answer? 

In  view  of  these  facta  and  conclusions,  the  question  naturally  ame:  "  Why  does  Conpess  propose  such  a  tar; 
are  our  Coagressoien  not  aware  of  these  things?" 

I  have  received  letters  recently  from  College  Presidents  and  political  ecraomista  and  educators  in  general,  who 
have  diown  duAy  tliat  tb^  do  not  know  the  rastii«  oonctitionB. 

If  the  greatest  educators  m  the  land  do  not  know  these  tiungs,  how  can  you  expect  congressmen  ovenvhelmed 
witiiamost  stupendous  task  m  a  National  crisis,  to  realise  what  3«w  do  not 
nesB  it  is  to  study? 

We  pul^idim  who  do  know  are  doing  our  best  to  avert  a  serious  calamity,  and  we  make  bold  to  ask  your  as- 
fflstance  because  you  are  quick  to  understand,  because  you  are  devoting  your  Uves,  as  are  we,  to  -Oie  i^rovement  of 
mankind,  to  the  welfare  of  humanity.    We  want  your  help.   Congress  and  the  Senate  need  >-our  hdp.   We  ad^  *a^aP— 
name  of  American  manhood,  at  this  time  of  extreme  need,  that  you  bring  your  inflooioe  to  bear  upon  your  Coognas 
men  and  Senators  immediately,  to  prevent  a  National  catastrophe. 

Be  patriotic  enough  to  telegraph  immediately  to  your  own  Congressmen  and  Senators,  askmg  them^  to  voto 
against  any  increase  in  Second  Class  postage  rates  for  the  good  of  the  eountry,  at  a  time  when  every  InnnoiiunK  awl 
eduealiohal  influence  is  esseaitiaL 

Do  this  immediately,  for  the  time  is  exceeding  short. 

(Signed)  QEOWHS  B.  COOK. 

Vice  PMBkhBt  The  David  C.  Cook  Publishing  Co., 
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